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PHOSPHORUS   IN  YOUR 
BEEFSTEAK... 


Your  steak  .  .  .  eggs  .  .  .  vegetables,  practically 
everything  you  eat  contains  some  of  this  body- 
building mineral.  Phosphorus  is  needed  to 
build  strong  teeth  and  solid  bones.  The  only 
way  you  can  get  this  essential  mineral  is 
through  the  food  you  eat.  Nature  needs  help 
to  replace  the  phosphorus  taken  from  the 
land  for  your  food. 

MOST  SOILS  ARE  HUNGRY 
FOR  PHOSPHORUS  . . . 

Millions  of  acres  of  the  Nation's  precious 
farm  land  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  United 
States  and  irrigated  areas  of  the  West  are 
short  in  phosphorus.  Most  soils  respond  to 
applications  of  phosphate.  A  deficiency  of  this 
important  mineral  affects  not  only  the  growth 
and  yield  of  crops  but  also  the  health  and 
growth  of  animals  which  eat  the  grasses  and 
grains  coming  from  the  phosphorus-deficient 
soil. 

The  equivalent  of  about  1  million  tons  of  20 
percent  superphosphate  is  lost  from  the  soil 
each  year  in  farm  products  consumed  off  the 
farm.  Several  million  tons  more  are  lost  each 
year  through  erosion.  Moreover,  many  soils 


deficient  in  phosphorus  are  over  exposed  to 
erosion  because  these  lands  are  not  able  to 
grow  crops  which  conserve  and  build  up  their 
fertility.  The  only  practical  way  to  return 
phosphorus  to  soils  is  to  apply  phosphatic 
fertilizers,. 


WHAT  PHOSPHORUS  DOES 

It  improves  the  quality  of  crops. 
It  builds  up  plant  resistance  to  disease. 
It   promotes   heavy   growth   of   cover   crops, 
which  retard  erosion. 

It  aids  in  seed  development,  hastens  matur- 
ity, stimulates  blooming. 

It   stiffens    the    straw   of   small    grains    and 
reduces  their  tendency  to  lodge. 

It    enables    legumes   and   grasses   to   crowd 
out  weeds  and  other  competing  plants. 


HOW  THE  AGRICULTURAL 
CONSERVATION  PROGRAM 
HELPS . . . 

The  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  of 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
has  encouraged  the  application  of  superphos- 
phate on  pasture  and  legumes.  The  use  of 
this  mineral  under  the  Agricultural  Conser- 
vation Program  now  is  9  times  greater  than  in 
1936  when  assistance  was  first  offered.  Yet  the 
amount  of  all  phosphate  now  being  used 
including  that  under  the  ACP  is  only  a  small 
part  of  the  amount  which  should  be  used 
each  year. 


PHOSPHORUS  IS  A  vi i ml 
SOIL  MINERAL  .  .  . 

Phosphorus  contributes  as  much  to  crop  and 
livestock  production  and  to  the  health  of 
people  as  any  other  soil  mineral.  So,  to  have 
fertile  fafrms  for  the  support  of  a  healthy 
and  prosperous  Nation,  we  must  feed  our 
phosphorus-hungry  soils  to  keep  them  pro- 
ducing. Vast  quantities  of  phosphorus  are 
being  siphoned  off  our  farms  in  food  prod- 
ucts. Here  are  some  examples: 

*  *  1,250  gallons  of  milk,   or  2^   tons  of 

alfalfa  hay,  take  from  the  soil  phos- 
phorus equal  to  100  pounds  of  super- 
phosphate. 
**  7,000  bushels  of  corn  or  oats  take  phos- 
phorus from  the  soil  equal  to  the 
amount  in  the  6-inch  surface  of  an  aver- 
age acre. 

*  *  6  carloads  of  fat  cattle  or  14  carloads  of 

fat  hogs  take  from  the  soil  as  much 
phosphorus  as  is  contained  in  the  sur- 
face of  an  average  acre. 

DOES  YOUR  SOIL  NEED 
PHOSPHORUS?  . . 

Along  with  lime,  good  seed,  and  good  soil 
management,  the  use  of  phosphate  is  a  MUST 
in  any  national  conservation  program.  How- 
ever, not  all  soils  need  it.  Some  soils  have 
enough  for  certain  crops  but  not  enough  for 
other  crops.  If  you're  not  sure  whether  your 
soil  needs  phosphate,  consult  your  county 
agent.  To  get  information  on  how  the  ACP 
program  can  help  you  meet  the  phosphorus 
needs  of  your  soil,  see  your  AAA  Committee- 
men. 
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This  map  shows  where  phosphate  was  spread  on  the  Nation's  farmland  with  AAA  assistance  under 
the  1944  Agricultural  Conservation  Program.  It  gives  a  general  idea  what  farmers  are  doing  to  supply 
this  important  mineral  to  their  land.  But  if  your  farm  needs  phosphate,  this  map  won't  help  unless  you 
take  steps  to  get  phosphate  into  the  soil. 


See  your  County  AAA  Committee  about  using  phosphate  fertilizer  under  the 
Agricultural  Conservation  Program. 


